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The information in this presentation is confidential and proprietary to SAP and may not be disclosed without the permission of SAP. 

Except for your obligation to protect confidential information, this presentation is not subject to your license agreement or any other service 

or subscription agreement with SAP. SAP has no obligation to pursue any course of business outlined in this presentation or any related 

document, or to develop or release any functionality mentioned therein.

This presentation, or any related document and SAP's strategy and possible future developments, products and or platforms directions and 

functionality are all subject to change and may be changed by SAP at any time for any reason without notice. The information in this 

presentation is not a commitment, promise or legal obligation to deliver any material, code or functionality.  This presentation is provided 

without a warranty of any kind, either express or implied, including but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a 

particular purpose, or non-infringement. This presentation is for informational purposes and may not be incorporated into a contract. SAP 

assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this presentation, except if such damages were caused by SAP’s intentional or gross 

negligence.

All forward-looking statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from 

expectations. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of their dates, 

and they should not be relied upon in making purchasing decisions.

Important notice
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Logistics

General Release Information

Key Feature Discussions

– General items

– Network

– Supply Chain

Reminders

Agenda
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Logistics

During the session, demonstration / video access

▪ If not already visible when the speaker starts video 

playback, click the Media Player button on the bottom of 

the screen to see the video.

▪ The Media Player window may be “hidden” behind other 

windows if you have multiple open
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Logistics

To Ask a Question, please use the ON24 Q & A Panel

▪ If not already visible, click the Q&A button at the 

bottom of the screen.

▪ Type your question in the “Enter your question here” area.

▪ Click Submit.

The Presenter and/or Panelists will attempt to answer your question 

online or via the audio feed as close to the time the question is

asked as possible.
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Logistics

To view resources, please use the button noted

▪ If not already visible, click the Resources button

▪ A variety of links directly to content associated with features 

from the release will appear
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Logistics

At the end of the session, provide Survey feedback

▪ If not already visible, click the Survey button at the 

bottom of the screen.

▪ Answer the questions posed.

▪ Click Submit.

Your feedback is used to continually improve our customer 

engagement activities for our quarterly product releases.  

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with our 

team!
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• SAP Ariba Connect 

user interface

• Multiple routes for 

launching the Release 

Readiness page

• Access to product 

announcements also 

available

General Information Session Materials
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General Information Session Materials

Scroll through to see full list of features, documentation links, release schedules, and archived information from prior releases.



Network

Planned Key Features



11© 2022 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved. 

Public
*** A PDF file and Recording of today’s presentation will be posted in Release Readiness area of connectsupport.ariba.com ***

Procurement collaboration – buyer key features

1. Trading relationship requests for standard accounts [NS-15904]

2. SAP Business Network account verification [NS-15586]

Procurement collaboration – supplier key features

1. Approved invoices widget [BNA-217]

2. Invoice cycle time KPI widget [BNA-8]

3. Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configurations and creation [NP-32037]

Planned Features
Business network



12© 2022 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved. 

Public
*** A PDF file and Recording of today’s presentation will be posted in Release Readiness area of connectsupport.ariba.com ***

Trading relationship requests for standard accounts – New Template

• Upfront standard Account enablement is not possible for several 

scenarios where the customer needs all the suppliers pre-registered:

• Suppliers with standard account that need to publish a catalog

• Suppliers in certain regions where ad-hoc document based 

enablement does not work due to cultural aspects (e. g fear of fraud) 

need to be registered prior to receiving 1st document 

• customer has a policy in place to assure supplier is pre-registered 

before receiving 1st document

• Multi-ERP customers where different vendor ID's are used across 

ERP systems, multiple accounts are created for each supplier. 

There's no possibility to generate an ad-hoc account via QE flow and 

add remaining credentials because adding multiple vendor IDs to 

private standard record is not possible (doc mover limitation)



Demonstration

If you do not see the demonstration playing, please click the Media Player icon in your ON24 control panel
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Supplier creation: Add Vendor in buyer UI

• Customer can specify account type during manual user creation by selecting Account Type from the drop down 

• Supplier Enablement=>Manage Vendors=>Add=>Add a vendor
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Supplier creation: Vendor Upload File

• New column introduced in Vendor Upload File: customer can choose:

• FULL for Enterprise 

• LIGHT for Standard

• Supplier Enablement=>Manage Vendors=>Upload=>Vendors



16© 2022 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved. 

Public
*** A PDF file and Recording of today’s presentation will be posted in Release Readiness area of connectsupport.ariba.com ***

Procurement collaboration – buyer key features

1. Trading relationship requests for standard accounts [NS-15904]

2. SAP Business Network account verification [NS-15586]

Procurement collaboration – supplier key features

1. Approved invoices widget [BNA-217]

2. Invoice cycle time KPI widget [BNA-8]

3. Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configurations and creation [NP-32037]

Planned Features
Business network
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Procurement collaboration – buyer key features

1. Trading relationship requests for standard accounts [NS-15904]

2. SAP Business Network account verification [NS-15586]

Procurement collaboration – supplier key features

1. Approved invoices widget [BNA-217]

2. Invoice cycle time KPI widget [BNA-8]

3. Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configurations and creation [NP-32037]

Planned Features
Business network
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Approved Invoices Widget

User Story: As a financing manager in my company, I need understand how long 

customers take to approve our invoices. 

If our customers do not approve our invoices a timely manner, it may impact our 

relationship and our customers ability to pay on time. Our customers with low invoice cycle 

times have the following characteristics:

• standard processes and formats for invoice submission

• methods in place to reduce paper invoice submissions 

• incentives to support the use  purchase orders

• a high emphasis on internal performance including monitoring and measurement

We place a strong emphasis on supporting our customers’ process improvement 

objectives.

We send some of our customers only a few invoices. I need to understand if the KPI 

applies to many approved invoices or only a few depending on our selections.
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Approved Invoices Widget

Date Range chooser: Last 12 

months, Last quarter, Last month

The line chart shows the count of 

scheduled payments per cycle time 

in days.

Time stamp of last data refresh

• Ariba Network calculates the 

value and quantity of 

approved invoices time by 

counting scheduled payments 

sent to you by your 

customers.
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• Not all buyers load scheduled data to Ariba Network.

• The Ariba Network KPI framework includes intelligence to identify and exclude data outliers that 

may be bad data, test data, or otherwise interfere with the KPI calculation. Therefore, KPI 

calculations may not fully reconcile with the scheduled payments listed on the on Ariba Network.

• This widget does not include scheduled payment data from test accounts.

Approved Invoices Widget – Restrictions
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Procurement collaboration – buyer key features

1. Trading relationship requests for standard accounts [NS-15904]

2. SAP Business Network account verification [NS-15586]

Procurement collaboration – supplier key features

1. Approved invoices widget [BNA-217]

2. Invoice cycle time KPI widget [BNA-8]

3. Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configurations and creation [NP-32037]

Planned Features
Business network
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Procurement collaboration – buyer key features

1. Trading relationship requests for standard accounts [NS-15904]

2. SAP Business Network account verification [NS-15586]

Procurement collaboration – supplier key features

1. Approved invoices widget [BNA-217]

2. Invoice cycle time KPI widget [BNA-8]

3. Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configurations and creation [NP-32037]

Planned Features
Business network



Feature at a Glance

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

Detailed feature information – Feature Scope

This feature improves the L1 PunchOut catalog creation process by consolidating the Punchout creation configurations into one interface, changing the current ‘Create

PunchOut Only’ experience into the ability to specify a L1 index file starter with the mandatory information filled in so that can be re-used to quickly create catalog 

subscriptions for buyers.



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

A. ‘Create PunchOut Only’ has been dropped 

from the Catalog listing page

B. New Tab for Punchout Configuration

C. Existing catalogs will be under the ‘File’ 

Section

D. From ‘Create Standard’ renamed to ‘Create’
A

B

B

C

D

D



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

Your current configurations will 

be automatically migrated to the 

new section under the name 

‘Default’

PunchOut URL specification 

and Pricing updates are moved 

to the Catalogs section under 

PunchOut Configuration tab 

from Electronic Order Routing -

> Configure cXML (native) 

integration



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

Existing punchout URL and pricing URL will be 

moved to ‘Default’ with the Description 

‘Migrated from CXML setup. They will continue 

to work as before no changes are required.

Customers with no PunchOut configurations 

will see an empty list 

You can View/Edit the configuration as well as 

Delete them.



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

Click on “Create” to create a configuration that 

you specify the connection information for. 

Note: 

1. This does not create a catalog index file but 

only stores how you connect to you 

webstore.

2. The customer selection section will not be 

visible on the screen when the catalog 

visibility is selected to Public.



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

You can specify the URL to be for all 

customers or specific customer. 

You have the option of specifying 1 URL 

per customer or you can also specify 

only one public URL for the customers 

depending on catalog visibility.

Your current setup will be migrated 

automatically under the name of 

”Default”. You can add additional 

PunchOut URL including different URLs 

for different customers.



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

Picks from

Provide a name, URL and 

any pricing update URLs. 

You can choose to reuse the authentication under cXML setup or provide a 

new authentication (Shared secret/Certificate) for your URL. Providing the 

new authentication mechanism is applicable ONLY for this URL and does not 

affect your cXML authentication.

Switch this off if your URL 

is not SNI enabled



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Enhancements to PunchOut catalog configuration and creation 

Under the ‘PunchOut Configuration’ 

you will now find a place to create 

your Index File Settings

Commonly re-used L1 index file data 

can be populated here so that it 

expedites the catalog creation process



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Creating a Catalog with Index File

For creating a PunchOut Catalog, go 

to the files section and click on 

Create Button.

Enter the Catalog Name, Description and select 

the PunchOut Level 1 Check Box to apply the 

defined PunchOut Configurations under the 

PunchOut Configurations Section.



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Creating a Catalog with Index File

In the Subscriptions section, define the 

keywords used as filters for your 

webstore (This value is often used to 

filter your webshop catalog views)

Provide the Catalog Code based on the 

selected classification system

Based on the Buyers for which the catalog 

should be visible if the Catalog Visibility 

selected is Private. 

No Buyer selection needed for Public 

Catalog, as the catalog will be visible to all 

the Buyers. 



Feature in Detail

Once the user clicks on Validate and Publish Catalog, a 

Catalog File is generated after successfully validation. 

This Catalog File can be viewed in the Content Section 

and can be downloaded as CIF file. 

The CIF file can also be converted to Excel format and 

downloaded in Excel Format. 

Sample CIF File

Various Field Names 

defining the Catalog Items



Feature in Detail

Introducing: Creating a Catalog with Index File

The data values for the fields in the CIF file come from the values 

specified in the L1 Index Template and the values provided while 

creating the Catalog file. 



Supply chain

Planned Key Features
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1. Order confirmation deviation approval improvements [CSC-25909]

2. Component planning collaboration [CSC-28384]

3. Prevent component consumption that exceeds the authorized quantity [CSC-30446]

Planned Features
Supply chain
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Order confirmation deviation approval improvements

1. For some customers using the order confirmation deviation approval process, the approve action doesn’t make sense 

without update. For instance, if buyer exceeds the upper quantity tolerance in the order confirmation and buyer decides to 

approve the deviation (without update), supplier would still not be allowed to ship the approved quantity, until a change 

order with the new quantity is received. 

Solution: Customer can now configure the available deviation approval actions by setting the new Allowed actions for order 

confirmation deviation approval rule on the Administration > Configuration > Default transaction rules page 

to Approve, Approve and update, or both. By default, both actions are checked. The actions apply for both single-level and 

multilevel deviation approvals.

Feature Scope
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Order confirmation deviation approval improvements – Phase 2

2. The item description is not displayed in the Order confirmation approval alerts page and customer is not always familiar 

with the part number. 

Solution: A column with the item's description has been added to the Order confirmation approval alerts page.

Feature Scope
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1. Order confirmation deviation approval improvements [CSC-25909]

2. Component planning collaboration [CSC-28384]

3. Prevent component consumption that exceeds the authorized quantity [CSC-30446]

Planned Features
Supply chain
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Feature at a Glance

Introducing: Component planning collaboration

Customer challenge

Solution area

Meet that challenge with 

SAP Ariba

Implementation information

Experience key benefits

Prerequisites and Restrictions

SAP Ariba Supply Chain Collaboration This feature is automatically on for all customers 

with the applicable solution and is ready for 

immediate use.

 See next slide

Contract manufacturer suppliers and their 

buyers want a clear view of the planning 

situation for the production of finished goods and 

the components to be used.

However at the moment all that a planner 

supplier/buyer team can do is share planning 

data separately, resulting in multiple planning 

items with no relation between each. Other data, 

such as multi-tier orders/drop shipments of 

components, is not reflected in the planning 

views.

Contract manufacturers and buyers will be able to 

see the planning and transaction data for the finished 

good material side-by-side with the planning and 

transaction information of the components used in its 

production.

With a comprehensive view of all the information 

exchanged between the buyer and contract 

manufacturers about finished good and component 

materials, as well as projected stock and shortage 

warning tools, it will be easier to identify quickly any 

material shortage and address it.

A. Single planning view of the material to be 

produced together with all its direct components 

required for production.

B. Easy access to all data on planned good inflows 

and outflows, all network transactions about all the 

concerned materials.

C. Alerting and monitoring of potential shortages and 

component bottlenecks.
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Component planning collaboration Key Benefits

A. Single planning view of the material to be produced together with all its direct 

components required for production.

B. Easy access to all data on planned good inflows and outflows, all network 

transactions about all the concerned materials.

C. Alerting and monitoring of potential shortages and component bottlenecks.
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1. Order confirmation deviation approval improvements [CSC-25909]

2. Component planning collaboration [CSC-28384]

3. Prevent component consumption that exceeds the authorized quantity [CSC-30446]

Planned Features
Supply chain
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Prevent component consumption that exceeds the authorized quantity 

User Story

The buyers and suppliers are collaborating using sub contracting PO / SA / SAR. 

The order document from the buyer to the supplier comes with BOM data 

providing details of the quantity of components to be consumed to make the 

finished products.

As the supplier starts producing the finished product ordered by the buyer and

• Creates an advanced ship notice(ASN)

• Reports the components consumed from the PO 

the buyer would like to prevent the supplier from consuming more quantity of the 

components than the quantity suggested in the PO/SA/SAR item. 
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Feature Details
New Transaction Rule To Enable the Check For Consumed Component Quantity

1. The highlighted newly introduced 

transaction rule is available for 

buyer under “Component 

Consumption Rules” section 

should be enabled to validate the 

component being consumed 

against the component quantity 

suggested in the PO/SA/SAR 

item.

1
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Feature Details
Check For Consumed Quantity Performed When Creating an ASN

1. Components for item 

10(having one schedule line 

with number 10) of a 

subcontracting PO sent by the 

buyer to the supplier. 

1
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Feature Details
Check For Consumed Quantity Performed When Creating an ASN

While reporting the component 

consumption information when 

creating ASN for the PO the supplier

1. Entered the quantity 10 for the 

component as mentioned in the 

PO and the quantity was 

accepted.

2. Entered the quantity 23 for the 

component which is above the 

quantity 20 mentioned in the PO 

an error message “Quantity of 

component to consume exceeds 

the remaining allowed quantity 

(20) for consumption for the order 

item.” is displayed.

Thus preventing over consumption of 

components.

1

2
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Feature Details
Check For Consumed Quantity Performed When Reporting Consumption From PO/SA/SAR

While reporting the component 

consumption information for the PO 

the supplier

1. Entered the quantity 10 for the 

component as mentioned in the 

PO and the quantity was 

accepted.

2. Entered the quantity 23 for the 

component which is above the 

quantity 20 mentioned in the PO 

an error message “Quantity of 

component to consume exceeds 

the remaining allowed quantity 

(20) for consumption for the order 

item.” is displayed.

Thus preventing over consumption of 

components.

1

2
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Survey / Feedback

Please take the time to provide Survey feedback

▪ If not already visible, click the Survey button at the 

bottom of the screen.

▪ Answer the questions posed.

▪ Click Submit.

Your feedback is used to continually improve our customer 

engagement activities for our quarterly product releases.  

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with our 

team!
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Reminder Session Materials

Scroll through to see full list of features, documentation links, release schedules, and archived information from prior releases.



Thank you.

Contact information:

Rob Jones

Sr. Director, Roadmap and Release Programs

ISBN Customer Office

Herndon, VA, USA

rob.jones@sap.com



Appendix: Additional information of possible interest
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Release Notifications are sent to all Designated Support Contacts by default and any other users that subscribe.

Best Practice:

• Encourage relevant team members to subscribe by clicking Administration & more / Administration / Subscriptions

• Announcements / News, toggle from No to Yes

Communications Notice Recipients 
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Historical release information Archive page

Prior release materials grouped by product/solution area for quick reference.

Listed in chronological order inclusive of feature lists and each solution area presentation and materials.


