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Feature at a Glance
Introducing: Invoice PDF re-design
Customer challenge

Solution area

Meet that challenge with 
SAP Ariba

Implementation information

Experience key benefits

Prerequisites and Limitations

Ease of implementation      
Geographic relevance global

Ariba Commerce automation/Ariba Network For buyers to have this feature enabled, please have 
your Designated Support Contact (DSC) submit a 
Service Request (SR).

Suppliers will be enabled by default only if the buyers 
have already contacted SAP Ariba Support and had 
this feature enabled.  Suppliers can then download 
and view the old and new pdf formats.

NONE

Information gathering from Invoice PDF’s generated 
on  Ariba Network is challenging to Buyers and 
Suppliers. Information displayed is not according to 
the importance of the data in the right places. Users 
are struggling to find relevant information from PDF 
Invoices. In addition, there are not-so-relevant data 
separating the line items and summary which makes 
information processing challenging.

Ariba Network will now use the XSL transformation to 
generate the Invoice PDF. With this, new PDFs 
generated will have specific country labels wherever 
applicable. Examples of country specific labels will 
be Tax Invoice, Standard Invoice, Bill of Supply etc. 

New PDFs will be transmitted to the buyer’s system 
and will be archived as well.

Accounts payable team will no longer have to hunt for 
information with this change, which increases the 
invoice processing efficiency as applicable. The user 
friendly, concise and intuitive PDF will help locate the 
required information fast and easy. The PDFs 
generated without the “Copy Of Invoice..” title will help 
in presentment of the PDF Invoice to to tax 
authorities.

high-touch
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Feature at a Glance
Introducing: Invoice PDF re-design
Detailed feature information
The invoice PDF document in Ariba Network has been restructured to display business relevant information prominently. The new layout also enhances the PDF's 
readability. Customers can choose to use the OLD or NEW format of Invoice PDF. New Invoice PDF is labeled as “Custom Template 1” within the solution.

Supplier à Ariba Network login à Outbox à Invoice à Download PDF button

Buyer à Ariba Network login à Inbox à Invoice à Attachment section à Download PDF



4CONFIDENTIAL© 2018 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ

PDF Redesign Methodology

HTML à FlyingSaucer 
(Old method)

cXML à XSLT à PDF 

(New method)
Buyer’s 
System

Procure to PaySupplier
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New PDF (sample): Line Item Taxes
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New PDF (sample): Line Item Taxes - Part 1

Tax Invoice or Standard Invoice labels as per country’s requirements

High level invoice summary

Supplier’s and Buyer’s registered locations

“Sold from” and “Sold To”
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New PDF (sample): Line Item Taxes - Part 2

Reference to Purchase Order

Line level taxes, charges and allowances
Line item sub total
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New PDF (sample): Line Item Taxes - Part 3

Quick summary of taxes

Summary of all the amounts on the invoice
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New PDF (sample): Line Item Taxes - Part 4
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New PDF (sample): Line Item Taxes - Part 5

Additional information of a line item is mentioned in the appendix as the last part of PDF
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New PDF (sample): Header Taxes
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New PDF (sample): Header Taxes - Part 1
Standard Invoice or Tax Invoice labels as required by a country

Header level shipping information
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New PDF (sample): Header Taxes - Part 2

Header level 
taxes, 
charges & 
allowances
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New PDF (sample): Header Taxes - Part 3

Summary of all the amounts on the invoice

Additional information associated with invoice (example extrinsics)
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New PDF (sample): Header Taxes - Part 5

Additional information of a line item is mentioned in the appendix as the last part of PDF
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New PDF samples

Invoice with line level taxes Invoice with header level taxes


