
Confidential

Ajay Jose, Sr. Product Manager

Jan 15, 2018

Sourcing Optimization Usability 
Enhancements



2Confidential© 2018 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ

Confidential

This information reflects the status of SAP Ariba solution planning as of February 

2018.  All such information is the Confidential Information of SAP Ariba (per the 

contract between or companies), and must not be further disclosed, as stated in 

the confidentiality clause of that contract.  This presentation contains only intended 

guidance and is not binding upon SAP Ariba to any particular course of business, 

product strategy, and/or development.  Its content is subject to change without 

notice.  SAP Ariba assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this 

document.  SAP Ariba shall have no liability for damages or any kind including 

without limitation direct, special, indirect, or consequential damages that may 

result from the use of these materials.

Important notice
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Description: This feature is a collection of visual enhancements that eases the use of the 

optimization feature and increases customer adoption. This benefits both current and future users.

Sourcing Optimization Usability Enhancements
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Sourcing Optimization Usability Enhancements

Customers have encountered barriers to adoption of the optimization feature related to difficulties navigating the UI. 

Once bids start coming in  customers have to proceed through multiple steps to kick start the optimization process. 

Current Problem

• Scenario tab has been merged with the content tab for better usability. 

• New bar chart which allows quick comparisons for up to 5 scenarios with best savings for better bid analysis.

• Collapsible scenarios table and chart section allows for customer’s  visibility preferences. 

• Optimization button has been repositioned for better visibility.

• A new  out of the box ’Best Savings’ scenario has been introduced for events published with ‘Draft’ status offering better 

scenario selections.

• Events in ‘pending selection’ mode will have their ‘draft scenarios’ run optimization automatically to save customer time.

• Introduction of  stale symbol (‘!’) notifies customer of new bid response and new opportunity to rerun optimization.

• Within selected scenario, winning suppliers with pertinent details will be highlighted in the content table .

• The Constraint definition UI has been cleaned up for ease of use.

Solution

Buy-side

 Reduce complexity, improved usability, and reduced number of steps required by customers to use the optimization 

feature resulting in increased adoption and reduced resistance to the solution. Reduced training support on the part 

of customer’s help desk.

Benefits



5Confidential© 2018 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ

Confidential

Sourcing Optimization Usability Enhancements

 SAP Ariba Sourcing

Applicable to the Following:
• This feature is “off” by default; SR should be filed to 

have parameter and feature turned on.

Change Management for GA:

Enabling

 Contact Ariba for turning on both a Feature and a Parameter. 

 Feature Name to turn on: Optimization Enhancement

 Parameter to turn on: Application.AQS.RFX.AllowToOptimizeDuringBidding

 AND/OR Trading partner impacts and actions 

 NA

Prerequisites

 Requires Licensing of Ariba Strategic Sourcing.

Limitations

 N/A

Importing and Exporting Data

 N/A

Changes to Existing Functionality or User Interface

• Scenario tab has been merged with the content tab;  New scenarios comparison bar chart

• Repositioned ‘Optimization’  button;  New stale symbol (‘!’) notifies customer of new bid responses

• New   ’Best Savings’ scenario; Events in ‘pending selection’ mode will have their ‘draft scenarios’ run optimization automatically to save customer time.

• Within selected scenario, winning suppliers are now highlighted within the content table. 

• The Constraint definition UI has been cleaned up for ease of use.

Using this Feature:
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Legend for Slides 7-8

1. New merged tab containing both content and scenarios sections

2. New Collapsible scenarios section

3. New out of the box scenario “Best Savings”

4. Repositioned Optimize button

5 New Bar graph showing overview of scenarios.

6. New symbol highlighting “Stale” status

7. New ”Best Savings” scenario in stale status since new bid response came in

8. New highlighting of winners
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Sourcing Optimization Usability Enhancements
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<External Facing Feature Name>

Add as many slides as needed for: Screen shots, flow charts, scenarios, examples, demo, report 

changes, etc

7

6

8



9Confidential© 2018 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ

Confidential

<External Facing Feature Name>

Screen shot depicts modified out of the box scenario “Best Bid with Limited Mature Suppliers” and 

corresponding highlighting of winners in  “Content” section. (new feature)



10Confidential© 2018 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ

Confidential

Constraint Definition UI

Screenshot (1/2) shows reworded UI within constraint definition UI 



11Confidential© 2018 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ

Confidential

Constraint Definition UI

Screenshot (2/2) shows reworded UI within constraint definition UI 



Ajay Jose

Sr. Product Manager

ajay.jose@sap.com

THANK YOU
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