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Overview of Type Definition files



• cXML files
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• Parametric search attributes

• Supplemental catalog

attributes

Overview of Type Definition files

Managed by:

• SAP Ariba Catalog Experts

(during deployment)

• SAP Ariba Customer Support

(after deployment)



SAP Ariba solutions support optional parametric 

search data that enables users to perform 

sophisticated searching based on product-specific 

properties.

When parametric catalogs are made available to 

Buyer users, they will be presented with a drop down 

list containing possible values for a specific 

parameter (for eg: Color; The user can choose 

between Blue, Red, Silver, Green from a drop down 

list for a specific item) using which they can search 

for the desired product.

Parametric data types
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Supplemental attributes are custom catalog fields agreed upon by a buying organization and its

suppliers for specific business purposes. They are not part of the basic CIF or cXML catalog format.

Supplemental attribute types
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SAP Ariba solution requires supplemental and parametric attribute names to be different than the

attribute names of the base CatalogItem type:
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Naming restrictions

• TypeName

• SupplierId

• SupplierName

• SupplierPartId

• SupplierPartAuxiliatyId

• ManuafacrurerPartId

• ManufacturerName

• ManufacturerURL

• Shortname

• UnitOfMeasure

• NonContractPrice

• ContractPrice

• Price

• ExpirationDate

• EffectiveDate

• LeadTime

• TerritoryAvailable

• PunchoutEnabled

• Key

• IsPartial

• URL

• Description

• ClassificationCode

• Language

Do not use these values for any supplemental or parametric attribute names.



File format



A type definition file is a cXML TypeDefinition document that defines either parametric data types or

supplemental catalog attributes.

Type definition file format
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Type is the basic element within type definition files. It specifies the name of the type and the object it

extends.

Use one Type element per Parametric Name. Use one Type element for all supplemental attributes.
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Type

• Description – useful description that differentiates this type from others (available for 

multilingual configurations)

• Name – user-visible name for this attribute (available for multilingual configuration)

• TypeAttribute – specifies attrib
on

utes for this data
o
type



Required:

▪ Name

– Canonical name of the attribute (keep in mind

restrictions)

▪ Type

– CurrencyCode

– Date

– Description

– Flag

– Id

– Integer

– Name

– Number

– PartId

– Price

– etc.

Primitive types
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Enumerated values in TypeAttribute



TypeAttribute elements can include a list of all possible values with EnumerationValue elements. 

Defining enumerations values validates a field against a specific set of values. For example, working 

time might be defined as Normal Time, Over Time and Premium Time.

Enumerated values
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The EnumerationValue element can be used in conjunction with partial catalog items to display a dropdown list

of allowable values when ordering an item.

Partial item enumeration

If a catalog file contains multiple items of the 

same type, include all possible type attributes 

and enumeration values in the type definition 

file and specify the attributes that apply to 

individual catalog items in the catalog file.
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Examples



Parametric Data Example
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Supplemental Attribute Examples

If the Supplemental Catalog 

Field is configured to be 

passed to the supplier in the 

PO, “cus_articleid” will be 

displayed as the name of the 

field in the PO.
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Enumerated values example (drop-downs)
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Thank you.


